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Thymidine Ribo (ribothymidine (rT), 5-methyl-rU) is the ribonucleotide version of thymidine, and is used to modify structural
RNA, especially tRNA, for use in enzyme-RNA structural and kinetics studies. Ribothymidine is the most common methylated
ribonucleoside found in prokaryotic tRNA, typically at the 23rd position from the 3'-end in the nucleotide sequence
G-T-PseudoU-C-Purine (1). By contrast, in eukaryotic 'class D' tRNAs, unmodified uridine is always found at that position; the
presence of rT there reduces protein synthesis efficiency in vitro (2). Roe and Tsen found that, for 'class C' mammalian
tRNAs, that is, tRNAs having varying amounts of rT and U at position 23, the rate and extent of protein synthesis are
proportional to the rT content of the tRNA, with an increase in rT leading to a proportional increase in the Vmax of the
synthesis reaction (3). A recent review of work involving rT-modified RNA substrates is found in (4). References
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