2'-F-A

Category

Nuclease Resistance

Modification Code

2FA

Reference Catalog Number

26-6692

5 Prime

Y

3 Prime

Y

Internal

Y

Molecular Weight(mw)

331.2

2'-Fluoro-deoxyadenosine (2'-F-A) is classified as a 2'-Fluoro RNA monomer. The substitution of a highly electronegative
fluorine atom for the 2'-OH group of the ribose results in the ring of a 2'-F-ribonucleoside having a C3'-endo (i.e., RNA-type)
conformation. Consequently, an RNA oligonucleotide containing a 2'-F RNA monomer adopts the more thermodynamically
stable A-form helix on hybridization to a target (1).
2'-F RNA modifications have been shown to be particularly useful in the following oligo-based applications:
(a) Anti-sense oligos & Nuclease Resistance: When 2'-F RNA is incorporated into an anti-sense DNA oligo (resulting in a 2'-F
RNA/DNA chimeric), the Tm of its duplex with RNA increases relative to that formed by an unmodified anti-sense DNA oligo
by 1.8°C per 2'-F RNA residue added (1). The DNA/RNA duplex formed between a chimeric 2'-F-RNA/DNA anti-sense oligo
and its RNA target also is a substrate for RNase H. With respect to nuclease resistance, while 2'-F RNA nucleotides do
provide some nuclease resistance when incorporated into DNA, phosphorothiolation of the 2'-F RNA phosphodiester linkages
is recommended, because it strongly enhances such resistance. This effect becomes particularly important if the 2'-F RNA
nucleotide is to be incorporated at one or more of the first three positions of the 5'- or 3'-ends of the oligo.
(b) Aptamers: The addition of 2'-F pyrimidines (C, U) into RNA aptamers has been shown to provide them with both
considerably increased nuclease resistance and equal or higher binding affinity for their ligands, compared to the
corresponding unmodified aptamers (2,3). The incorporation of 2'-F RNA nucleotides into RNA aptamers as an optimization
strategy is becoming an increasingly common practice.
(c) siRNA & Nuclease Resistance: siRNA synthesized with 2'-F pyrimidines have been shown to have greatly increased
stability in plasma compared to 2'-OH siRNA (4,5). In one study, levels of inhibition for 2'-F siRNA and 2'-OH siRNA, in cell
culture and in vivo using BALB/c mice transfected with pGL3 luciferase, were similar over time (4). In another study, siRNA
fully substituted with both 2'-F RNA and 2'-O-Methyl RNA nucleotides displayed not only enhanced stability in plasma, but
also >500-fold increase in capability to down-regulate gene expression compared with the corresponding unmodified siRNA
(5).
(d) LNA Alternative: The increased thermal stability and nuclease resistance provided by 2'-F RNA residues make them
attractive as lower-cost substitutes in any application involving LNA-modified oligos.
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