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1,N-6 etheno deoxyadenosine (Etheno-dA) is a highly fluorescent derivative of dA, and can be incorporated at any position(s)
within a DNA or RNA oligonucleotide. Etheno-dA has excitation maxima at 270 nm and 300 nm, and an emission maximum
at 410 nm. Selective introduction of etheno-dA into DNA or RNA oligonucleotides is particularly useful in various
structure-function studies of RNA, protein-RNA complexes, and DNA-RNA based diagnostics applications (1). However,
because etheno-dA does not base-pair with dT or dU, oligos containing etheno-dA at either the 3’-end or in the middle will not
function as either a sequencing or PCR primer. Etheno-dA-modified primers must have the modification(s) located either at or
close to the 5’-end in order to so function (1).
Etheno-dA-modified oligonucleotides have proven particularly useful in the study of the repair of alkylated DNA damage by
the base-excision-repair (BER) mechanism For example, such modified oligos were used to elucidate the function of
N-methylpurine DNA glycosylase (2), as well as providing insights into how this BER enzyme facilitates resistance of
astrocyte brain tumors (malignant astrocytomas) to DNA-alkylation-based chemotherapy agents (such as nitrosoureas) (3).
Exocyclic etheno DNA adducts likely play an important role in carcinogenesis in both rodents and humans (4), and
etheno-dA-modified oligonucleotides can be used as research tools for the study of carcinogenesis in various tissues.
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